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ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. 


GODLINESS. 


To be godly is to be like God; 
or to have the same kind of holy 
affections which he has. “God 
islove.”’ And his love is disinter- 
ested benevolence, which extends 
to all percepient beings. He re- 
quires the same kind of love of 
his intelligent creatures, which 
he exercises himself. His first 
and great command is, *“ Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with all 
thy heart; and the second is,“ Thou 
shalt love thy neighbor asthyself.” 
These. two commands .comprise 
the essence of true religion,.or 
real godliness. Holy affections 
are of the same nature, whether 
they exist in God, or the creature. 
True benevolence in men .is the 
moral image of God, or the :es- 
sence of godliness. But those be- 
nevolent affections, which have 
God for their immediate object, 
_ more properly constitute what we 
are to understand by ,godliness.— 
And this leads me to observe, 


1. That godliness implies right 
affections towards the character 
of God. The godly man loves 
God for what he is in himself.— 
4S 


He loves those moral perfections, 
which form his moral character. 
He loves the goodness of God in 
all its branches, or different modi- 
fications of benevolence, kindness 
mercy, justice, truth and grace.— 
And he -leves these moral attrib- 
utes, because they are, io their 
own nature, morally excellent 
and amiable; and because they 
are such affections, as he is con; 
scious exist in his own breast.— 
He also loves the power, the 
knowledge and wisdom of God, 
because these are inseparably con- 
nected with his moral attributes 
and entirely under their-influence. 
Hence godliness implies right af- 
fectiontowards the wholecharacter 
ofGod. The godly man is pleas- 
ed; that Ged.is just such a being 
as he ‘is. He ,esteems, admires 
and loves every part of the divine 
eharacter. He feels’a peculiar 
pleasure jin the direct, immediate 
contemplation of the being:and at- 
tributes of God. ‘He rejoices that 
such -a ‘being exists, without any 
regard:to his own ,personal hap- 
piness. There,is no gedliness in 
loving God merely for his favora, 
because;sueh leve does not-imme> 
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diately terminate upon God, but 
upon ourselves. ‘This is real self- 
ishness and directly opposed to 
godliness. But to love God him- 
self and delight in him is to be 
conformed to his nature, to bear 
his image-and to be truly godly. 

2. Godliness implies right affec- 
tions towards the works of God.— 
He has made all things; and for 
his pleasure they are and were 
created. Hence he is to be seen 
in all his works, which display his 
great and glorious perfections.— 
All created objects are capable of 
being viewed‘in two very differ- 
ent lights, as they are in them- 
selves, and as they are the pro- 
duction of God. Men destitute of 
godliness take pleasure in view- 
ing the sun, moon and stars and the 
earth with all its furniture. They 
love the world and the things 
of the world. But only the godly 
take pleasure in contemplating cre- 
ated objects, as the works of God. 
Their affections terminate, not on 
the creature, but on the Creator. 
They love not the world itself, 
which appears to be vanity, but 
as the workmanship of God and as 
the instrument of promoting his 
glory. ‘There is not a single cre- 
ated object, which the ungodly 
can bear to contemplate as the 
work of God. They never mean 
to let their contemplations extend 
beyond created objects themselves. 
For as soon as they view the sun 
as God’s sun, the moon as his moon, 
the-stars as his stars, the earth as 
his earth, or themselves as his 
ereatares, their fears are alarmed 


and their hopes are Jost. Their 
ungodly hearts can take no pleas- 


ure in contemplating God himself, . 
or any thing that necessarily leads. 
their minds toGod. Butthey who. 


are godly, delight in contemplat- 
ing every thing, which brings God 
into view and displays his glorious 
perfections. Here the Psalmist 
says, ‘*'The works of the Lord are 
great, sought out of all them, that 
have pleasure therein.” And: he 
often speaks of the delight and 
transport, which he felt in con- 
templating God through the me- 
dium of his works. That love 
and joy, which arise from viewing 
created objects, as the work of 
God, are of the nature-of godli- 
ness. Godliness will. dispose men 
to contemplate created objects, as 
displays of the divine perfections ; 
and to take delight in viewing 
him in those: things, which he 
made on purpose to manifest him- 
self to his intetigent creatures.— 
Much of true piety and ‘real god- 
liness consists in dévout and’ de- 
lightful meditations upon the 
works of God. For right affec- 
tions towards these works termi- 
nate upon God himself, which 
makes them godly affections. 


3. Godliness implies right af-. 


fections towards God’s ultimate 
end in all his works. God has one 
great ultimate end in all he ever 
has done, and.ever willdo. This 
ultimate end is the eternal pur- 
pose, which he purposed in Christ 
Jesus. The glorious scheme of 
man’s redemption lies at the bot- 
tom of all his works. And this 
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~scheme-is revealed in the gospel. 
Real godliness, therefore, neces- 
sarily implies a cordial approba- 
tion of the way of salvation by 
Christ. There cannot be a godly 
unbeliever. No man can possess 
the moral image of God ‘and yet 
‘not feel right affections towards 
his gracious design of saving sin- 
-ners through the divine Redeem- 
er. The supreme glory of God, 
shines in the face of Christ.— 
Those, who love the father, must 
love the Son. And those, who 
love the real glory of God, must 
love it where it shines with the 
brightest lustre. The ancient 
saints viewed the promises of the 
gospel afar off and embraced them ; 
and later saints view them as ac- 
complished and rejoice in them. 
Every godly person is a true be- 
liever in Christ ;. and feels right 
affections towards God for sending 
+his Son into the world tosave Sin- 
ners. Hence Christ said, “« Every 
man, that hath heard and hath 
learned of the Father cometh un- 
to me.” And again he said, “ ye 
believe in God, believe also in me.”’ 
“Faith worketh by love ;” that 
is, faith in Christ naturally flows 
from love to God. No-man can 
truly love God and not feel his 
need of Christ to make an atone- 
mentfor his sins and render it con- 
sistent with the justice of God, to 
pardon and save sinners. Godli- 
ness necessarily implies, not only 
true benevolence, but real repent- 
ance and unfeigned faith in the 
divine redeemer. Godliness will 
lead a person to right views and’ 
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feelings towards the gospel, which 
includes and manifests the ultimate 
end of God in all his works of-cre- 
ation and providence. 

4. Godliness implies right af- 
fections towards the laws of God. 
These are a transcript of the ho- 
liness and justice of the deity; 
and clearly express what is agree- 
able and disagreeable to his heart, 
He loves what he requires and 
hates what he forbids. Hence 
true love to God must really ap- 
prove of all his precepts, pro- 
hibitions and threatenings. And 
an approbation of those, supposes 
a dutiful and obedient spirit, or a 
readiness to do whatsoever God 
has commanded. The godly de- 
light in the law of God; and it is 
their meat and drink to do his will. 
David and Paul and other godly 
men speak of the law of God with 
peculiar approbation and express 
a willingness to obey his com- 
mands without reluctance and 
without delay, Hence godliness 
implies universal obedience to all 
the divine requirements. Love is 
the fulfilling of the law; and na- 
turally leads those, who possess it, 
to make the revealed will of God 
the rule of all their thoughts, 
words and actions. In this way, 
piety or godliness has a univer- 
sal influence over the heart and 
life and governs a man at all times 
and under all circumstances. The 
godly man performs the common 
actions of life after a godly sort ; 
because, whether he eats, or 
drinks, or whatever he does, 
he does all to the glory of God. 
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And all the affections, desires and 
volitions, which ultimately ter- 
minate upon God, are of the na- 
ture and essence of godliness. I 
may add, 

5. That godliness implies right 
affections towards the providence 
of God. God constantly and uni- 
versally governs the world. He 
not only moves the wheels of 
nature and causes the changes of 
seasons, but has a controlling in- 
fluence over the lives and health, 
the views and designs, the actions 
and circumstances of all mankind. 
He is to be seen every day and 
every where in the works of prov- 
idence. This the godly believe, 
and in this they rejoice. ‘That 
the Lord reigns is the source of 
their daily peace, support and 
comfort. And perhaps more of 
their holy affections terminate 
upon the providence of God than 
upon any other divine object. 
They live in the habit of seeing 
God and conversing with him on 
the government of the world in 
general and of themselves in par- 
ticular. Thus, godiiness consists 
fn those holy affections, which 
have either the character, or 
works, or designs, or laws, or 
providence of God for their direct 
and supreme object. Godliness, 


in a word, consists in those holy 
affections, which lead a person to 
regard and love God, * of whom, 
to whom and through whom are 
all things; unto whom be glory 
Amen.” 


forever. 
PAUL. 








The happy influence of holy fear. 


SERMON—No. IX. 
THE HAPPY INFLUENCE OF HOLY FEAR, 


PROVERBS, Xxvill. 14,—Happy is 
the man that feareth always. 


While Solomon maintains a dis- 
tinction between saints and sins 
ners, he draws their characters 
and describes their distinguishing 
affections and actions by the most 
pointed contrast. This method, 
which is observable through the 
whole book of Proverbs, is cal- 
culated to make the deepest im- 
pression upon the mind. In every 
chapter and almost in every verse, 
we find the saint and the sinner 
mentioned together and distin 
guished, by some peculiar traits 
in their characters. This is evi- 
dently the case in the verse, which 
contains the text: ‘‘ Happy is the 
man, that feareth always; but he, 
that hardeneth his heart, shall fall 
into mischief.” It is the charac- 
ter of saints to pass their sojourn- 
ing here in fear; but it is the 
character of sinners to cast off 
fear and restrain prayer before 
God. By “the man that feareth 


always,” Solomon undoubtedly 
means a real saint. And on the 
contrary, by the man, “that 


hardeneth his heart,” he means 
a graceless sinner. This mark of 
distinction applies, generally, to 
saints and sinners. While all sin- 
ners harden their hearts, all saints 
live in the habitual exercise of 
holy fear. The term, always, is 
not to be understood in the strict- 














est sense, to signify a perpetual, 
uninterrupted exercise of that af- 
fection, which is properly called 
holy fear. It means only, that 
good men habitually live in the 
exercise of that fear, which is the 
beginning of wisdom. Hence the 
words of our text, place before us 
the following sentiment—Saints 
derive great benefit from the habit- 
ual exercise of holy fear. In our 
attention to this subject it is pro- 
posed, . 

I. To show that saints do, hab- 
itually, exercise holy fear ; and, 

Il. To show that they derive 
great benefit from it. 

I. It is proposed to show, that 
saints live in the habitual exer- 
cise of holy fear. 

As there are two sorts of moral 
exercises, holy and unholy; so 
there are two sorts of fear, holy 
and unholy. Unholy fear consists 
in the dread of personal natural 
evil; and flows from selfishness. 
But holy fear consists in the dread 
of moral evil; and flows from 
benevolence. The fear, which 
flows from disinterested benev- 
olence, is a truly holy affection; 
and is often represented to com- 
prehend all religious affections. 
Job uses the word in this sense. 
“ And unto man he said, Behold, 
the fear of the Lord, that is wis- 
dom.” Davidsays, “ The fear of 
the Lord is the beginning of wis- 
dom.” And Solomon repeatedly 
adopts the same mode of expres- 
sion in this book of Proverbs. He 


says, “The fear of the Lord is _ 


the beginning of knowledge.” And 





























The happy influence of holy fear. 357 


again, * The fear of the Lord is 
the beginning of wisdom.” There. 
may be a peculiar reason, why 
fear is so often used in scripture 
to denote all right affections tow- 
ards God. A view of the great- 
ness, glory, majesty, purity and 
sovereignty of God, is directly 
suited to fill the minds of all cre- 
ated beings with reverence ; and 
especially of all sinful creatures, 
who have justly incurred his aw- 
ful displeasure. And, perhaps, a 
clear view of the divine being 
never fails to excite the affection, 
either of holy or unholy fear in 
the minds of the sinful children of 
men. It is certain, however, that 
the habitual exercise of true love 
to God never fails to produce the 
habitual exercise of holy fear in 
true saints. Their holy love al- 
ways produces holy fear. Here 
I would observe, 

1. That saints live in the hab- 
itual fear of offending God. They 
love God supremely; and their 
supreme love produces a holy 
fear of displeasing him. Fear is 
the natural fruit of love ina child, 
a servant, a subject, or friend. 
The dutiful child fears to offend 
the parent; the dutiful servant 
fears to offend the master; the 
dutiful subject fears to offend his 
sovereign; and the sincere friend 
fearsto offend the person, whom 
he loves and esteems. So the 
child of God fears to offend his 
heavenly father, whom he su- 
premely and ardently loves. All 
the real friends of God, who hab- 
itually love him, habitually fear 
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to offend him. There is nothing, 
which they more sincerely de- 
sire than to enjoy the smiles of 
their heavenly Father. They es- 
teem his favor as life; and his 
loving kindness as better than 
life. And in the same degree, in 
which they desire the light of 
God’s countenance, they dread 
his frowns. Their holy love ex- 
cites and maintains a holy fear of 
offending the object of their su- 
preme affection. They live, as 
seeing him, who is-invisible ; and 
their habitual sense of the divine 
presence creates a holy dread of 
every thing, which they know 
would displease the eye of per- 
fect holiness. They are sensible 
that he looks not on the outward 
appearance, but upon the heart ; 
and abhors every unholy desire 
and selfish affection. And they 
fear to offend him in their hearts, 
as well as by their actions. 

2. Saints have a habitual fear 
of dishonoring God. Their love 
to his character and interest pro- 
duces a holy fear of doing dishon- 
or to his name in the eyes of the 
world. As they love him supreme- 
ly themselves, so they heartily 
desire, that others should feel the 
same affection towards him. They 
know it is their duty to glorify as 
well as to enjoy God. ‘They are 
sensible, that they ought, not only 
to maintain high thoughts of God, 
but to express their high esteem 
of him in their conduct ; which is 
suited to lead others to glorify 
their Father, who is in. heaven. 
And so far as they do give God 
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the supreme place in their owns 

hearts and desire his glory, they 
will be afraid of bringing the least 
reproach upon kis character. 
They know the treachery of their 
own hearts and how apt they are 
to forget and forsake God, which 
directly tends to bring dishonor 
upon him. ‘They are sensible, 

that they are prone te abuse di- 
vine favors, to disobey the divine 
commands and to vielate their 
own solemn vows, And such con- 
duct, they know, is contrary to 
the honor and glory of God. This 
fills their hearts, habitually, with 
holy fear, lest they should say or 
do something, which should give 
occasion to the enemies of the 
Lord to think, or to speak re- 
proachfully of him. 

3. Saints always havea fear of dis- 
honoring religion. This is a cause, 
which lies near ‘their hearts and 
which they profess to be engaged 
to promote. They desire the 
prosperity of Zion and the en- 
largement of the Redeemer’s king- 
dom. The Psalmist says, “If I 
forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my 
right hand forget her cunning. If 
I do not remember thee, let my 
tongue cleave to the roof of my 
mouth; if 1 prefer not Jerusalem 
above my chief joy.” It is the 
ardent desire of the children of 
God, that he would arise and 
plead his own cause and fill the 
whole earth with his glory. And 
they not only desire the preva- 
lence of vital piety, but habitually 
feel willing to exert themselves 
for the promotion of the cause of 





Christ. But they are very sensi- 
ble, that they are liable to ob- 
struct and bring into reproach 
that very religion, which appears 
so desirable and important, by 
not adorning, in their lives, the 
doctrine of God their Saviour. 
The world will judge of the nature 
and importance of religion, by the 
influence, which it appears to 
have upon the spirit amd conduct 
of those; who profess it. Hf they 
do not walk worthy of. the voca- 
tion, with which they are called, 
the world will despise and oppose 
not only themselves, but the re- 
ligion, which they profess. Hence 
the spirit of true religion always 
produces a holy fear in the hearts 
of saints, lest they should, by their 
criminal defects and imperfections, 
dishonor the religion of Christ 
and obstruct the promotion of bis 
interest in the world. When a 
man is heartily engaged in the 
pursuit of any important object in 
the face of opposition, he is con- 
tinually in fear of betraying it, by 
inattention, by inactivity, or by 
some unguarded conduct. So the 
friends of religion, habitually, 
fear, lest they dishonor and in that 
way, obstruct the important cause 
of religion, which the world op- 
pose, and which they sincerely 
desire to promote. David was 
afraid of dishonoring religion 
in the company of the wicked.— 
“1 said, I will take heed to my 
ways, that I sin not with my 
tongue ; I will keep my mouth 


with a bridle, while the wicked is. 


before me.’ Saints are continu- 
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ally in fear of dishonoring religion. 
while their duty calls them to 
mix with the world and expose 
themselves to the sharp and ma- 
lignant eyes of the enemies of all 
righteousness. 

4. Saints live in a holy fear of 
grieving one another. They are 
of one heart-and one soul. They 
feel themselves united together 
by the bonds of brotherly affec- 
tion. ‘They are members of one 
body, so that if one member suf- 
fer, all the members suffer with 
it. Every saint is- habitually 
afraid of: offending the real chil- 
dren of God. The psalmist was 


afraid of offending the generation: 


of God’s people. Paul was griev- 
ed at the unchristian conduct of 
professed believers. He  says,. 
‘For many walk, of-whom I have: 
told you often and now tell you, 
even weeping, that they are the 
enemies of the cross of Christ; 
whose end is destruction, whose 
God is their belly and whose glo- 
ry is in their shame, who mind 
earthly things.” And as he was 
sensibly grieved at the misconduct 
of professors, so he was very fear- 
ful of doing any thing, which 
should offend or grieve real chris- 
tians. Hence he said, “ Where- 
fore, if meat make my brother to 
offend, I will eat no flesh, while 
the world standeth, lest I make 
my brother to offend.” Christians 
have great influence upon each 
other. And as they are liable to 
injure and grieve each other, se 
they maintain a holy fear of giving 
offence to one another and of pro- 
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ducing mutual grief and sorrow. 
This fear is always in proportion 
to the prevalence of brotherly 
Jove, because it arises from it. 

5. Real saints live in holy fear 
of injuring the souls of sinners.—- 
They sincerely desire their spirit- 


ual and eternal good and really 


endeavorto promote it. Still they 
are sensible, that they may be the 
means of stopping their ears, blind- 
ing their eyes and hardening their 
hearts in sin. Sinners are exceed- 
ingly apt tostumble over the stum- 
bling-blocks, which saints throw 
in their way. They are far more 
apt to follow the bad than the 
good examples of christians.— 
They are always ready to eat up 
the sins of God’s people and to 
plead their imperfections as an ex- 
cuse for their stupidity, impeni- 
tence and unbelief. Saints know 
how the world are watching to 
their own injury and ruin. And 
this creates a holy fear of causing 
them, for whom christ died, to 
perish. They are afraid of injur- 
ing sinners by not giving them 
convincing evidence of their own 
sincerity ; or by not warning, ad- 


“monishing and restraining them ; 


or by not doing these things ina 
proper time and manner. They 
know that they ought to condemn 
sinners and leave them without 
any ground of excuse for not liv- 
ing a holy, devout and heavenly 
life. But they find themselves so 
deficient in their duty towards 
poor, guilty creatures around 
them, that they fear they shall 


prove the means of their eternal 
destruction. 

6. Saints have a holy fear of all 
the objects of the world. They 
know that they are forbidden to 
love any of these objects supreme- 
ly. Our Savior has told them, 
that they cannot serve God and 
mammon. And the apostle John 
says—‘ Love not the world, nor 
the things of the world; for if 
any man love the world, the love 
of the Father is not in him.” The 
world is to be conquered by 
christians, and brought into entire 
subordination to a holy and relig- 
ious life. . But saints have so much 
remaining corruption, that they 
are daily in danger of being over- 
come by the world, and led astray 
from God, their supreme good. 
This creates an habitual fear, at 
all times and in all places, and in 
all employments, of departing from 
God. Their hearts are bent to 
backslide. And unless they are 
in the fear of the Lord, all the 
day, they are exposed to stupidi- 
ty, negligence in duty and to eve- 
ry kind of disobedience and re- 
bellion against God. I now pro- 
ceed to show, 

Il. That saints derive great 
benefit from the habitual exercise 
of holy fear. This may be illus- 
trated by the following observa- 
tions. 

4. Holy fear affords peculiar 
pleasure and satisfaction to their 
minds. It always flows from love 
to the most amiable objects. That 
fear, which flows from hatred te 














amiable objects, is extremely pain- 
ful. But the fear, which flows 
from love to such objects, is 
a pleasant and delightful exer- 
cise of the heart. It may, there- 
fore, be truly said, * happy is the 
man that feareth always,” Ho- 
ly fear is an exercise of true be- 
nevolence, which is naturally ac- 
companied with pleasure ; because 
every exercise of true love per- 
fectly accords with all the nat- 
ural and moral powers of mind 
and produces self-consistency and 
self-approbation. They, whoare 
in the fear of the Lord all the day 
and trust in him to govern all their 
views and feelings, enjoy great 
peace and satisfaction. This filial 
fear, which flows from the spirit 
of adoption makes them truly hap- 
py- And the more they exercise 
this holy fear, the more of heav- 
en they enjoy on earth. 

2. While saints exercise holy 
fear, they feel themselves best 
guarded against every moral evil. 
So long as they fear to offend and 
dishonor God, nothing can greatly 
tend to lead them from the path 
of duty. Their eyes are open, 
their minds are awake, their con- 
sciences are tender and their 
whole souls are armed against 
every temptation. They are in 
a situation similar to Christ’s when 
Satan assaulted him and presented 
all the kingdoms and objects of 
the world to his view, in order to 
divert his attention and alienate 
his affections from his Father.— 
While the fear of God is before 


the eyes of his children, they are 
46 
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under the strongest guard against 
every assault from Satan, from the 
world and from their own evil 
hearts. Hence they sensibly de- 
rive a great benefit from living in 
the exercise of holy fear. This 
is the benefit, to which Solomon 
seems to referin the text: ‘+ Hap- 
py isthe man, that feareth always ; 
but he that hardeneth his heart, 
shall fall into mischief.’ The 
plain idea here is, that the exer- 
cise of holy fear will effectually 
preserve the righteous from every 
evil and false way. To be pre- 
served from natural evil is a great 
benefit ; but it is a much greater 
benefit to be preserved from mor- 
al evil. Though sinners may not 
think it of much importance to be 
kept from sin; yet saints must 
think themselves exceedingly hap- 
py to have their daily petition an- 
swered; * lead us not into tempt- 
ation, but deliver us from evil.” 

3. The exercise of holy fear 
fits the children of God for the 
right performance of every duty. 
They are much more in danger of 
performing duty in a wrong man- 
ner than of totaily neglecting it.— 
Every duty is to be done heartily, 
as unto the Lord and not unto men. 
And while christians live in the 
exercise of holy fear, they are 
not only careful not to neglect any 
known duty, but also not to per- 
form it in asinful manner. Hence 
Solomon connects holy fear and 
true obedience together and rep- 
resents the latter as flowing from 
the former. “Letus hear the 
conclusion of the whole matter; 
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Fear God and keep his command- 
ments, for this is the whole duty 
man. Servile fear is a great ex- 
citement to external obedience ; 
and holy fear is a much greater 
excitement to internal and sincere 


obedience. Habitual obedience ~ 


to God is the nataral fruit and ef- 
fect of the habitual exercise of 
holy fear. While saints set the 
fear of God before their eyes, they 
will revere, respect and obey his 
holy and righteous command- 
ments. 

4. The habitual exercise of ho- 
ly fear has a happy tendency to 
make the children of God grow in 
grace. While they are under the 
influence of this affection, they 
will ardently desire to become 
more conformed to God and more 
completely delivered from the 
power and dominion ofsin. They 
will ardently desire holiness for 
its own sake, not merely to pre- 
pare them for happiness, but ‘to 
fit them for duty. They really 
desire holiness, because unholi- 
ness is what they really hate and 
dread more than any punishment, 
that can follow. Sinners may de- 
sire holiness as a means to escape 
misery, or secure happiness ; but 
saints, in the fear of the Lord, de- 
sire holiness, that they may obey, 
serve and please their heavenly 
Father. They hunger and thirst 
after righteousness itself, because 
this only can fit them for ‘the ser- 
vice of God, who is righteous ‘and 
Toveth righteousness. So Tong, 
therefore, as saints are in the 
exercise of holy fear, they will 


rest in no present attainments in 
grace, but forget the things that 
are behind and press forward af- 
ter higher and higher degrees of 
holiness ; and never feel satisfied, 
until they arrive unto the measure 
of the stature of the fulness of 
Christ and possess sinless perfec- 
tion. 


IMPROVEMENT. 


1. Since holy feat produces 
happiness, a holy life is the most 
happy life. This is very common- 
ly disbelieved ‘and denied by un- 
holy persons. And it is denied, 
because it is supposed, that a ho- 
ly life is filled with fear. Sinners 
imagine, that the restraint’ and 
strictness, which arise from the 
fear, that is inseparable from a ho- 
ly life, must be very painful.— 
But holy fear, which saints habit- 
ually exercise, is essentially dif- 
ferent from unholy fear, which 
has torment. It awakens, purifies 
and enlarges the affections and re- 
moves every unpleasant and pain- 
fal emotion. It excludes from the 
heart every dull, low and evil af- 
fection and fills it with such affec- 
tions, as are tender, heavenly and 
delightful. ‘The most exalted and 
happy spirits in heaven have the 
highest reverence towards the 
great Sovereign of the universe. 
The most perfect saints on earth 
have the most constant and lively 
fear towards God. And their ho- 
ly joy is as great as their ‘holy 
fear. Their holy fear gives a 
proper direction and has a prop- 
er influence in respect to all their 

















views, feelings, designs and actions. 
And it lays a foundation for the 
most rational and permanent hap- 
piness., 

2. Since holy fear is so benefic- 
ial to saints, they may expect 
great evil from the want of it.— 
In their hopes, comforts and en- 
joyments they are very liable to 
lose the watch and guard over 
their feelings. And then proud, 
vain and sinful affections fill their 
hearts. They then harden their 
hearts against the exercise of ho- 
ly fear and fall into mischief.— 
When they cease to exercise ho- 
ly fear, they are exposed to all 
manner of evil. They decline 
from the doctrines, duties and en- 
joyments of religion. They are 
liable to be ensnared and overcome 
by delusion and temptation,— 
They will probably be drawn in- 
to external disobedience to the 
commands of God and bring upon 
themselves his righteous reproofs 
and corrections. To his ancient 
people God said, “ Thine own 
wickedness shall correct thee and 
thy backslidings shall reprove 
thee ; know, therefore, and see, 
that it is an evil thing and bitter, 
that thou hast forsaken the Lord 
thy God; and that my fear is not 
in thee, saith the Lord God of 
hosts.” 

3. It appears from the nature 
of holy fear, that so far as it pre- 
vails, it prevents or removes ser- 
vile fear. Sinners are constantly 
exposed to the greatest and werst 
of evils. And they live in con- 


stant fear of evil, unless they are 
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totally stupid and ignorant respect- 
ing their dangerous and alarming 
situation. When sinners are awak- 
ened and convicted by the light of 
truth, they see and feel themselves 
to be exposed to every possible 
evil. And their minds are filled 
with fear and distress. But their 
fear is sinful and painful. From 
such fear they can have no prop- 
er relief, unless they turn to God 
and submit themselves into his 
hands. Then in view of his holi- 
ness and majesty, they will fear be- 
fore him in truth and love. But 
their slavish, painful fear will be 
removed from their hearts. And 
they will be filled with hope, 
peace and joy. When saints have 
departed from God and hardened 
their hearts from his fear, they 
fall into servile, painful and shame- 
ful fear. They then find them- 
selves to be in the most guilty 
and dangerous condition and their 
minds are filled with distressing 
apprehensions: From this state, 
they cannot be relieved, until they 
return to God in the exercise of 
that holy fear, which flows from 
true love. But this holy fear re- 
moves from their hearts that slav- 
ish fear, which has torment. Holy 
fear always removes servile fear 
from the hearts of saints and sin- 
ners. 

4. From what has been said on 
the present subject, let all persons 
be induced to examine themselves. 
Of sinners, it is written, “* There 
is no fear of God before their 
eyes.” But of saints, it is written, 
« The Lord taketh pleasure in 
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them, that fear him.” Let every 
one, then, seriously and honestly 
inquire and consider, whether he 
has the true fear of God before 
his eyes and in his heart. Have 
you lived in the habitual exer- 
cise of that fear, which is holy in 
its nature and happy in its influ- 
ence ? If you will truly answer 
this single question, you may 
form a correct judgment respect- 
ing your character, your conduct 
and state. 
5. This subject strongly urges 
sinners to exchange their unholy, 
for holy fear. They have offend- 
ed God and dishonored him. And 
they deserve his present and eter. 
nal displeasure. While they con- 
tinue to harden their hearts, they 
will fall into greater and greater 
evils; and must be finally and 
éternally punished, unless they re- 
pent and turn to God. And until 
they do repent, they have reason 
to be in constant fear of being 
punished witheverlasting destruc- 
tion from the presence of the Lord 
and from the glory of his power. 
While they remain of their pres- 
ent character and in their present 
condition, they are constantly lia- 
ble to that sinful fear, which has 
torment. The duty, the safety 
and the happiness of sinners re- 
quire and bind them to renounce 
their unholy affections and their 
servile and sinful fears, for the ho- 
ly and happy fear of God. 
Finally—Let saints be induced 
to maintain the constant exercise 
of holy fear. In view of its na- 


ture and effects, they must be 
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deeply sensible of the importance 
of this duty. ‘ Let us, then, hear 
the conclusion of the whole mat- 
ter ; Fear God and keep his com- 
mandments ; for this is the whole 
duty of man. For God shall bring 
every work into judgment, with 
every secret thing, whether it be 
good, or whether it be evil.” 
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REVIEW. 


A Sermon, preached in Spring- 
field, Aug. 28, 1823, at an annu- 
al meeting of the Bible Society, 
the Foreign Missionary Siciety, 
and the Education Society of the 
county of Hamden, by the Rev. 
Wm. B. Sprague, Pastor of the 
first Church in West Spring field, 
from John xu. 5. “* Why was not 
this ointment sold for three hun- 
dred pence and gwen to the 
poor ?” 


Itis always an easy thing to 
find fault. Whenever the hearts 
of men are opposed to any trans- 
action, their imaginations are 
quick to invent plausible and im- 
portant objections to it. It is tru- 
ly astonishing to see with what fa- 
cility any important measure may 
be made to appear impracticable, 
impolitic, unjust, or injurious in 
its tendency, by those who are un- 
willing it should go into operation, 
when there are no valid objections 
to it in the minds of others.— 
There is not, it is believed a more 
ready, or a more common method 
of preventing the influence of any 








thing, which is good, than by rais- 
ing objections against it. Objec- 
tions to the truth often prevent its 
reception. Objections to plans 
of usefulness prevent their being 
undertaken. Objections to the 
duties, incnicated in the scriptures 
prevent their performance. That 
man, therefore, who satisfactorily 
answers the objections which are 
known to exist, and to influence 
the minds of others in regard to the 
doctrines or duties of the , gospel, 
does an important service to the 
public. Such, in our estimation, 
is the service which the author 
of the sermon before us, has done. 
The text which he selected is 
the words of Judas, when Mary 
the sister of Lazarus, probably in 
token of her gratitude to Christ 
for having raised her brother 
from the dead, came and poured 
upon him a box of very precious 
ointment, and wiped bis feet with 
the hair of herhead. “ Why was 
not this ointment sold for three 
hundred pence and given to the 
poor?” In this objection to the 
grateful and pious deed of Mary, 
Mr. S. perceives something strik- 
ingly analogous to the objections 
which are often made at the pres- 
ent day, with a show of regard 
to the poor, against charitable 
efforts for the promotion of relig- 
ion. After having stated, in very 
appropriate terms, the insinuating 
and deceptive manner, in which 
Judas made his objection to the 
pious act of Mary, and the re- 


semblance which his conduct bears 


to that of modern objectors to 
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religious charity, Mr. S. names 
and answers several objections 
which are made to the benevolent 
exertions of the present age. But 
before giving our readers a view 
of these objections, and the man- 
ner in which Mr. S. disposes of 
them, we feel inclined to let them 
see from his own words how he 
introduces his subject. Referring 
to the expression of gratitude 
and piety recorded in the text, he 
says, 

*¢ No sooner was this act of re- 
spect and affection towards Jesus 
performed, than there starts up 
an advocate for the poor, and in 


guise of all that is fair and kind — 


and honorable, reproaches this 
good woman with the charge of 
wasting the bounties of provi- 
dence ; and there was so much in 
the remark that looked like being 
frugal for the sake of being char- 
itable ; like mingling benevolence 
and economy together, that the 
other disciples seem to have fallen 
in with it, and to have lamented 
that the ointment had not been 
applied to some better purpose. 

But who is this preacher of 
charity, whose sympathies are so 
suddenly awakened for the chil- 
dren of want; who feels their ne- 
cessities so deeply that even an 
act of affection to his master gives 
him pain, because it might have 
been directed for their relief? 
It was a thief: it wasa traitor: it 
was a devil. 

It had been well forthe cause 
of christianity, if Judas had been 
the last to raise objections against 
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a spirit of active benevolence ; 
but unhappily, he stands at the 
head of a long list of objectors, 
many of whom have drank so 
deeply of his spirit, that we should 
almost think they had set at his 
feet,and listened to his instructions. 
You can hardly lift a hand in the 
cause of religious charity, but ava- 
rice, with a withering blow, stands 
ready to paralyze it. It does not 
indeed, usually, stand forth in its 
own hideous garb, for ther it would 
be recognized and driven back in 
disgrace, but in a multitude of 
cases besides that of Judas, it puts 
on the cloak of economy and as- 
sumes the lying look of charity. 
When, for instance, any plan is 
set on foot for evangelizing the 
heathen, or extending the circu- 
lation of the Bible, a thousand 
hearts are throbbing all on a sud- 
den, for the temporal miseries of 
the poor ; and a thousand tongues 
are busy in proclaiming the para- 
mount importance of administer- 
ing to their necessities. If the 
invention of Judas himself had 
been laid under requisition, I can 
hardly imagine that he could 
have found out more ingenious rea- 
sons for opposing the great cause 
of religious charity, than are of- 
ten heard from the lips of our mod- 
ern objectors.” 

Before enfering upon his pro- 
posed discussion, Mr. S. gives no- 
tice, that the objections which he 
shall bring to view, are to be con- 
sidered as made, not so much 
against any particular department 
of charitable exertion, as against 
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the general cause; or if any limi- 
tation is to be admitted, it will be 
that which is suggested by the 
particular objects of the societies, 
to which he addresses himself.— 
He disclaims all intention of dis- 
cussing the question, what object 
of charity has the highest claim ; 
though in passing, he remarks that 
if we have heathen at home and 
heathen abroad who are equally 
needy, those who are on our bor- 
ders, or in the midst of us, have 
the first claim to our compassion, 
on the same general principle, 
that it is the duty of every man 
to provide for his own family, 
rather than those with whom he 
is not particularly connected.-- 
But, in his opinion, there is no in- 
terference in the different objects 
of public charity. 

The first objection which he 
notices as being often made 
against all attempts to spread the 
gospel over the world, is, ‘ that 
the time is not yet come ; that ali 
these exertions are premature.” 

‘he method which Mr. Sprague 
takes to answer this objection is 
ingenious and satisfactery. After 
reminding his audience that the 
persons who offer this objection 
admit that the world is to be e- 
vangelized, at some future period, 
and that this is to be accomplish- 
ed by human instrumentality, he 
shows them that if the objection 
is valid, it must be supported on 
one of two grounds; either that 
the word of God has expressly 
decided that this is a work for 
future generations, and therefore 











is not to be attempted by us; or 
else, that providence has intimat- 
ed the same thing, by opposing 
obstacles to our success, which 
are absolutely insurmountable. 
With respect to the first of these, 
he shows that the bible, so far 
from countenancing the idea that 
the work of sending the gospel 
over the world belongs exclusive- 
ly to future generations, contains 
an express command from the 
Saviour which binds all, his fol- 
lowers of every age and nation 
to engage in this work. ‘Go ye 
into all the world and preach the 
gospel to every creature.” 

In attempting to show that the 
objection under consideration has 
no better support on the ground 
that providence has opposed in- 
surmountable obstacles to the 
work, Mr. 8S. appears with singu- 
lar strength and beauty. Our 
readers shall hear him in his own 
language. 

«“ What let me ask are these 
obstacles ? Is it, that the persons 
to whom the gospel is to be sent 
are, at present, inaccessible ; that 
there are mountains between us 
and them, which the human foot 
dare not attempt to traverse ; or 
oceans, which the enterprize of 
man has never yet ventured to 
navigate? No; there are no ob- 
stacles of this kind, which the 
merchant in the pursuit of wealth, 
or even the traveller in pursuit 
of pleasure, does not surmount 
every year that passes. Is it, that 


the internal state of those nations 


render it perilous in the extreme 
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to go among them? No; for they 
have already in very many instan- 
ces, received our missionaries 
with kindness; and there are not 
wanting men in the community, 
who are willing to take up their 
residence among them, provided 
only they can be furnished with a 
subsistence. Is it, that they have 
hitherto stedfastly resisted every 
effort to enlighten and sanctify 
them, and that by living in heath- 
enish darkness a few centuries 
more, we may hope that they will 
become tired of their miserable 
degradation, and rise up more 
readily from the bed of spiritual 
death at the call of the gospel ? 
By no means, for the success 


which has already attended these - 


exertions, proves that the bosom 
of the savage, or the pagan, is 
now capable of becoming the 
dwelling place of God’s Spirit; 
and all experience testifies that 
there is no redeeming power in 
reason darkened and perverted 
by sin, which will make him the 
more ready to sacrifice his lhusts 
and cruelties, when they have 
become more firmly revitted by 
indulgence. Or is it finally, that 
the present generation have not 
the means of engaging in this 
work ; that those who have the 
gospel find it difficult on account 
of their extreme poverty to main- 
tain it among themselves? Let 
the réfinement, and luxury, and 
extravagance of the present age, 
bear witness that this is not true ; 
for ifthe christian nations would 
all feel the weight of their obliga- 
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tion in this subject, and every 
man would do according to his 
several ability, the world would 
soon be evangelized, and not an 
individual should know that he is 
the poorer for it.” 

The second objection to send- 
ing the gospel among the destitute 
which Mr. S. considers, is, ‘+ that 
God will accomplish his own work 
in his own time, and therefore we 
need give ourselves no concern 
about it.” Did our iimits admit 
we should be glad to quote all 
which is said in answer to this ob- 
jection. But we must content our- 
selves by giving our readers the 
following brief reply. 

“ But in order to try this prin- 
ciple, just for a moment, bring it 
to bear upon subjects in which 
you do feel an interest. Ifyou 
area farmer, why did you not, at 
the opening of the season, instead 
of casting your seed into the earth 
and watching its progress with 
the care and attention of a good 
husbandman :—why did you not 
say to yourself, “I will trust to 
the providence of God to do all 
this labour; and when the season 
of harvest comes, | will go into 
my fields and reap the product of 
the divine bounty.” Or if you 
are a merchant, why did you not 
say at the usual time of purchas- 
ing your supplies, “1 will cast all 
this care upon God, and trust to 
his providence to replenish my 
shelves, and thus I will grow rich 
without the usual drudgery of a 
mercantile life.” You would be 
offended with me, and justly, if I 


were to suppose you capable of 
such intolerable folly. But who 
does not see that this is precisely 
the same principle which you ad- 
mit, when you urge the objection 
which | am considering. In both 
cases, it has all the absurdity of 
barefaced fatalism.” 

Another objection which Mr. S. 
states and considers as made to 
sending the gospel to savages and 
heathens, is, “they can do well 
enough without it, and that as they 
will be judged only according to 
the light which they have, they 
will not be required to answer for 
the rejection of it.” Here Mr. S. 
meets the objector with an elo- 
quent and moving appeal to his 
own feelings, and urges him to 
make a fair estimate of the ad- 
vantages which he enjoys from 
christianity, and to say, at what 
price, he would relinquish these, 
and exchange circumstances with 
the benighted savages. 

*¢ But could you, my friend, do 
well enough without the gospel? 
Are all these temporal comforts 
which it secures to you, so unim~- 
portant, that you could consent 
cheerfully to resign them up, and 
sink down to the miserable deg- 
radation of a heathen or savage 
life. Is the happiness of civilized 
society, and social life, and domes- 
tic relations of so little value, that 
you could relinquish it without a 
sigh, and go and make your home, 
and find your grave among the 
inhabitants of the wilderness? 
Above all, is the certainty of an 
immortal existence not to be pre- 











ferred to the dark and trembling 
apprehensions of unenlightened 
reason ;~the certainty that God 
will forgive sin,to the gloomy fore- 
bodings of mere natural con- 
science ;—and is there nothing in 
a pagan dying bed, which you 
would not as soon welcome, as the 
peaceful, or triumphant departure 
of the christian? If you value 
the blessings of the gospel your- 
self, remember they will be as 
valuable to the savages, and the 
heathen, as they are to you. They 
have the same capacity for im- 
provement, and are, originally, 
as capable of the most refined en- 
joyment as yourself; and before 
you decide that they can do well 
enough without the gospel, sit 
down and make a sober estimate 
of all its blessings, and say, at 
what price, you would consent to 
part with them: say for how much, 
you would consent to live the life 
of a savage, to grope through the 
valley of death, with the dim twi- 
light of nature, and to take your 
chance with savages and heathen 
in the eternal world.” 

In reply to the assertion “ that 
these people will be judged only 
according to theirmeans, and that if 
they do not enjoy the gospel, they 
will not have to answer for the 
rejection of it.” Mr. S. Admits 
the truth of it, but asks, “ what 
then? Because the heathen will 
not have to answer for the rejec- 
tion of the gospel, is it a light 
thing for them to perish ? Is there 
nothing to be deprecated in the 
doom of an impenitent pagan, 
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whose reason has been perverted, 
and whose conscience deadened by 
long continued indulgence in sin?” 

The tourth objection noticed in 
the discourse before us, is one 
which, strange as it may appear, 
we often hear from almost all 
classes of people. It is, “ that 
they have nothing to spare for 
the purpose of sending the gospel 
to the destitute.” In answer to this, 
Mr. S. asks the objector, whether 
it is because he isso poor that he 
cannot offera mite in charity, or 
whether he considers the object 
unworthy of being promoted. If 
it is the latter, then he says, ‘+ Let 
me tell you that whether you 
think it deserving your attention,or 
not, it is the cause which occupied 
the infinite mind from eternity ; 
in which all the agonies of Calva- 
ry were endured ; in which the 
blood of martyrs has been poured 
out like water ; and which is des- 
tined to be the theatre of the 
most magnificent exhibition of the 
divine perfections.” 

*“ Or do you make this plea on 
the ground of poverty? But in 
order that it may be sustained, 
what amount of poverty do you 
suppose that you must be able to 
plead? If all your earnings are 
needed for the support of your 
family, then | admit that you are 
justly absolved from this obliga- 
tion, because providence has con- 
stituted you their supporter and 
guardian. But perhaps while you 
are pleading poverty as an excuse 
for not assisting to send the gos- 
pel to the destitute, you would be 
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offended, if you supposed the 
world actually regarded you as a 
poor man; perhaps too you are 
not so poor but that you can af- 
ford something to gratify the 
pride of dress, or of equipage ; 
something it may be for luxury 
and extravagance; something even 
for amusement and dissipation. 
The amount of this plea of pover- 
ty, then, as it respects many peo- 
ple is this ;—that when the claims 


of appetite, of pride, of self-in- 


dulgence, are presented, they are 
both rich and bountifal ; but when 


‘the suffering Saviour speaks to 


them from the agonies of his cross, 
and tenderly urges them to feed 
his sheep and his lambs, their 
hands are clenched with an iron 
grasp, and their hearts are hard- 
er than the nether mill-stone.” 

The fifth objection is drawn 
from “ the alleged want of success 
by which these charitable exer- 
tions have hitherto been attended ; 
it is confidently said, that after a 
fair experiment, it is found that 
nothing can be done in the way of 
evangelizing the heathen; and 
that it is high time that such a 
waste of money and labor, and 
life should be discontinved.” 

In reply to this, Mr. S. pertinent- 
fy asks, “what if the labors of 
mis-ionaries in heathen lands, have 
hitherto been unsuccessful ; is that 
to be the signal for disobeying 
the plainest. of all divine pre- 
cepts ? What is the language of this 
conduct. save that we wil] not trust 
God farther than we can under- 


stand the reasons of his dispensa~ 
tions ? 

But I have another answer in 
reserve to this objection ; and that 
is an absolute denial of the fact 
on which the objection is built, I 
charge no man with intentional 
misrepresentation ; but I must be 
allowed to say, that I blush for 
the ignorance of these, who, with 
all the means of information with- 
in their reach, can coolly assert, 
that all the efforts of the present 
day are lost labour ; that our mis- 
sionaries in the east, and the west 
and the south, are wearing out 
their lives and living on public 
charity, without witnessing any 
beneficial result from their labours. 
The time of course dees net ad- 
mit of an induction of particu- 
Jars; but I venture to say that any 
man, who will bestow proper at- 
tention on this subject, in examin- 
ing authentic missionary docu- 
ments, and will rise up with the 
conviction to which I have just 
referred, must have a hardihood 
of incredulity, or a talent at mis- 
representing plain facts, which 
may justly entitle him to be regard- 
ed as an anomaly in the species.— 
Viewing all the exertions which 
have been made in different parts 
of the world, as belonging to the 
same extended system, we main- 
tain fearlessly, that christians have 
every reason to be encouraged in 
view of their success. The wil- 
derness has not assumed the as- 
pect of Eden in a moment, and 
we did not expect it; but one green 








spot after another has appeared, 
and every thing indicates that it 
will ere long open upon the eye 
in all the richness and beauty of 
a-bright and vernal landscape.” 

To the sixth objection, viz. 
“That these benevolent operations 
are under the direction of differ- 
ent religious denominations,” and 
consequently that these to whom 
missionaries are sent are liable to 
embrace fzlse doctrines, or to be 
perplexed with contradictory opin- 
tions ; Mr. S. has a very long and 
able reply, for the perusal of 
which, we must refer our readers 
to the sermon itself. We quotea 
few sentences only just to give 
them a specimen of the manner, 
in which he treats the objection. 
To the assertion * that some will 
propagate false views of christiani- 
ty,” he replies, “That system 
must be corrupt indeed which 
might not be safely substituted ei- 
ther forthe abominations-of pagan- 
ism, or for absolute ignorance of 
all religion? But if there be 
corrupt and distorted systems, 
bearing the name.of christianity, 
while they have nothing of its 
beauty or its power, which .are 
industriously propagated, is that 
a reason why the genuine gospel 
should not be suffered to go forth, 
and exert its quickening and sanc- 
tifying energy ?” 

To the plea that the heathen 
are ‘now quiet, and that they ought 
not be disturbed by the propaga- 
tion of doctrines among them 
which may excite a controversial 
spirit, he replies : 
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ss Yes | know that they are qui- 
et indeed, and so is be quiet too, 
who has drained a-cup of intoxi- 
cating poison, and lies sensless and 
paralyzed, in a lethargy, from 
which no mortal power can awake 
him.” 

To.those, who think that the in- 
troduction of the gospel into des- 
titute regions,will be attended with 
so much danger on the ground of 
religious sectarianism, he says, 

** Let me remind you that you 
have one means of forming an ac- 
curate judgment on this subject 
which may not have occurred to 
you. Itis your lot to live ina 
country where all the eviis result- 
ing from the existence of different 
religious denominations are felt: 
Say then, in view of your own ex- 
pertence,whether you would chocse 
to escape, from them at the ex- 
pense of plunging into all the ab- 
surdities and pollutions of a hea- 
then land. If the inconvenience 
of living among Baptists and Meth- 
odists, and Episcopalians, und oth- 
ers who differ from you, in some 
unessential points, is more intol- 
erable to you, than the preposter- 
ous doctrines and stupid rites of 
paganism, doubtless it would be 
so to the heathen, but before we 
believe you honest in making such 
an assertion, think it not strange 
ifwe expect you will show your 
faith by your works, and actual- 
ly remove from this region of dif- 
ferent christian denominations, to 
some part of the worid, where yoy 
can enjoy the dark and awful priv- 
ilege of living without the gospel.” 
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The last objection, which Mr. 
S. notices as urged against the 
general object for which he 
pleads is, “that it is by no means 
certain how these charitable con- 
tributions are applied.” 

We are glad that this objection 
did not escape his notice; because 
we know that it is often made, 
(with what motives we pretend 
not to say) and attended with the 
most unhappy influence upon the 
cause of religious charity. After 
shewing that those into whose 
hands charitable contributions are 
deposited, are men entitled to the 
confidence of the public, he adds, 

« But, if you still doubt in re- 
gard to the qualifications, and 
fidelity of those to whom the dis- 
position of these funds is confided, 
by reading our missionary jour- 
nals, you may know for yourself 
that they are not misapplied.” 

We think our author’s address 
to those who cannot approve of 
some of the objects of charity 
which are brought before the 
public, at the present day, singu- 
larly pertinent, and pecularity 
well calculated to produce the 
most salutary effects. 

* But you will say, perhaps, 
that some of the objects of charity 
at the present day you cannot ap- 
prove.. You are at liberty, then, 


totake your choice of them all, 
and to consecrate your influence 
and exertion to whatever object 
you may think most desirable. 
‘here is a society in active opera- 
tion, designed to meliorate the 


condition of the Jews; but per- 
haps you think, as some have ac- 
tually thought, that these exer- 
tions are premature. Remember 
then that the world abounds with 
Gentiies ; and that your charity 
is needed to assist in evangelizing 
them. But, perhaps, yon have 
learned to look with some distrust 
upon the cause of foreign mis- 
sions: then let me direct your at- 
tention to the poor savages who 
occupy the immense regions of 
desert inour own country. But 
do you say that even this is a 
great distance from us; and that 
there are others almost equally 
needy nearer home. For their 
benefit then let your charity be 
applied and | doubt not there will 
be a record made of it in heaven. 
But perhaps you have never been 
satisfied of the utility of missiona- 
ry societies, and would prefer that 
your charity should go in some 
ether channel. Happily for one 
part of the object for which I am 
pleading this afternoon, the treas- 
ury of the Bible Society is now 
open, and you will in a few mo- 
ments be solicited to cast in your 
gifts. But do you tell me that 
you have scruples about contrib- 
uting to the funds of any charita- 
ble association: Then go and 
search out objects of charity for 
yourself; go to the individuals 
who have not even the bible in 
their houses, and present it with 
an humble prayer, that it may 
be blessed to their salvation. 
But if you excuse yourself from 
exertion in favor of one object on 











the ground of your zeal for an- 
other, and finally do nothing for 
any, forgive me if I say, that you 
remind me of the man, who was 
seized with a fit of compassion 
for the poor just as a box of 
ointment was broken over his mas- 
ter’s head.” 

It will at once, be perceived by 
our readers, that it has been our 
object in reviewing this sermon 
of Mr. S. to present it briefly be- 
fore them, rather than te make it 
the subject of severe criticism. 
There are in our estimation, a 
few inaccuracies; but they are 
not of sufficient importance to re- 
quire animadversion in this work. 
We will, however, just suggest a 
query, whether such terms as 
‘+ evil genius,’ which are evident- 
ly of heathen origin, and which 
naturally bring to view the absurd 
and corrupt opinions of heathen 
mythology, ought ever to finda 
place in the sermons of a christian 
minister. But injustice to Mr. S. 
we feel ourselves under obligation 
to say, that the sermon before us, 
is, as a whole, written with un- 
common accuracy, and in a style, 
which, while it is plain, neat, and 
perspicuous, is remarkable for its 
elegance and strength. There is 
in the expressions of Mr. S. an 
aptness, a pertinency, and a keen- 
ness too, which are calculated to 
give a peculiar interest to such 
a subject, as he discusses, We 
have always belicved, that those 
who induige themselves in raising 
the objections against religious 
charity, which have been consid- 
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ered in this discourse, ought to 
be ashamed ; but we have never 
before seen a discourse which is 
so well calculated to make them 
so, as the one whose pages we 
have now reviewed. 


SUCCESS OF MISSIONS, 


xo. V. 


American Board of Commissioiers 


for Foreign Missions. 


This is the largest missionary 
Society in the United States. It 
sent out its first missionaries in 
1812. It now supports missiona- 
ries at twenty-five different sta- 
tions, in Asia or eight different 
nations, speaking as many different 
languages, and extending from east 
to west more than two thirds 
round this globe, which christian 
benevolence desires completely to 
encircle, and to fill with the know!l- 
edge of the gospel. ‘The reader 
will finda brief history of the above 
named stations on the 30th page 
of this volume. Our present in- 
quiry is, what success has attend- 
ed these missions? Considering 
the difficulties of introducing 
christianity into heathen Jands, 
and the shortness of the time since 
any of the missionaries have been 
qualified for labour in their res- 
pective stations, but little more 
can be reasonably expected than 
that they should have put in train 
a course of means which are to 
produce glorious results at some 
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future period. But more than 
this has already been effected-— 
The mission at Bombay which was 
the first established has not as yet 
been distinguished for the number 
of its converts, but from the silent 
and gradually increasing influence 


of the missionaries, their transla- 


tion of the scriptures, their schools 
and their constant intercourse with 
the natives, there is much reason 
to believe that the foundation is 
already laid for the general recep- 
tion of christianity at some future 
period. The Missionaries have 
translated most of the New- 
Testament into the Mahratta lan- 
guage which is spoken by a larg- 
er population than that of the 
United States. They have also 
translated and printed portions of 
the Old Testament, and circulated 
among the natives 30,000 books 
and tracts. They have under 
their care 18 schools containing 
about 9,000 pupils. They have 
built a chapel for public worship. 
Their system of means and their 
influence isextending. And though 
it cannot be expected that adult 
Hiindoos will be at once turned 
from their vanities unto the living 
God, it is certainly not improbable 
that Hindoo children brought un- 
der a course of christian ‘instrac- 
tion, taught and accustomed daily 
to read the holy scriptures and im- 
pressed with the precepts and 
doctrines of the Gospel, will soon 
renounce the absurdities of the 
Hindoo idolatry, and become ad- 
vocates for the religion of Christ. 
And by the grace of God accom- 


panying the means of his own ap- 
pointment, it may be hoped that 
many of them will become deyot- 
ed and examplary discipies. 

That there is reason for such 
hopes appears from a joint letter 
of the missionaries, in which they 
say: ‘The more extensively we ° 
declare the gospel, and the great- 
er the increase of the knowledge 
of it among those who have heard 
it most, the stronger are our hopes 
that it will prove saving. And we 
think we discover some favorable 
symptoms which we should men. 
tion with gratitude to him, who 
holds the hearts of all men in his 


hands. 
Our Jewish school Teachers 


and some others among the Jews 
have manifested an encouraging 
attention, and a degree of impres- 
sion in fayor of the truth; which 
ave cannot but hope will soon break 
through the fear of man and be 
openly avowed. We have simi- 
lar but stronger hopes in regard 
to our Jewish superintendant of 
schools. He expresses a specule 
tive conviction of the truth of the 
christian religion, and also at times 
manifests a considerable degree 
of concern for his soul. One of 
our Jewish school teachers, after 
reading in company with him and 
several other Jews, from our tracts 
written for them, said so much in 
favor’of the christian religion as 
to subject himself to a fine impos- 
ed by his people. ‘There are also 
some Hindoos who manifest an in- 
creased attention, and give some 
evidence ef a speculative sonvic- 











tren of the truth. So do also a 
few Mussulmen and a tew catho- 
licks. Some of the latier have 
manifested a determination to read 
the scriptures at all events.” 

Now here are indications of ap- 
proaching success which are clear- 
ly marked. The want of greater 
immediate success is no ground 
for discouragement. It was not 
expected that success. would be 
immediate. No valuable edifice 
can be as speedily raised as pro- 
jected. It is not the usual order 
of divine providence that what is 
valuable and permanent should be 
of rapid growth. The most solid 
and long lived forest trees are 
those which arrive at their matu- 
rity by the slowest stages, and in 
almost every moral scheme the re- 
sultisthe same. ‘The toil and ex- 
pense are immediate, the benefits 
are distant. The friends of Edu- 
cation, of Bible, and of Missionary 
Societies must usually for many 
years walk by faith, and not by 
sight.’ They are not looking for 
an ephemeral crop, and there- 
fore shouid not be impatient, 
though the soil should appear ster- 
ile and the first process of vegeta- 
tion feeble. 

The above remarks are appli- 
eable also to the mission at Cey- 
bon. The prospects of this mis- 
sion, however are still more en- 
couraging. ‘The missionaries at 
Ceylon have already seen the 
happy effects of their labours. A 
considerable number of the na- 
tives have not only renounced 
idolatry, but become pious. They 
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have admitted into their church 
seventeen converted natives, a 
larger number than has been ad- 
mitted into some of our churches 
at home during the same time. 
They have also established 32 
free schools, containing more than 
1500 scholars. They have ad- 
mitted into their families 118 
heathen youth, who are to be 
boarded and educated under their 
entire control. They have also 
published and circulated tracts 
which are spreading and exerting 
an influence far and wide. Nine 
young men, members of the 
church are active and useful as- 
sistants. Others in the schools 
not yet belonging to the church 
are hopefully pious, others are 
seriously disposed, and very ma- 
ny not particularly serious are of 
good promise.” The missiona- 
ries have distributed many copies 
ef the scriptures which are read 
with seriousness. They also gain 
free access to the natives in con- 
versation and preaching. These 
are facts which mark the success 
of this mission to be as great as 
could have been expected for the 
time. What is no less encourag- 
ing than it is remarkable, is, that 
many natives are solicitous to 
have schools established in their 
towns and villages, though they 
are aware that christianity will 
be explicitly taught in them. And 
what is still more encouraging, a 
Tamul Bible Society has been 
formed at Malagum composed al- 
most entirely of heathen. Do not 


these things prove that the long 
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established prejudices of the 
heathen are giving away and the 
foundation is already laid for the 
Wniversal spread of christianity 
among the idolaters of the east? 
Yes, it will probably be found 
when christianity comes to pre- 
vail in all western India (as will 
surely be the case at some future 
time,) that the instruction of the 
missionaries, given in the various 
methods which they employ, will 
have excited many individuals to 
inquire into the nature of religion, 
and to seek for a better foundation 
of their hopes than idolatry and 
superstition can furnish. These 
means will produce their appro- 
priate effects... The time will 
come when the world shall be 
converted unto Christ. Though 
times of darkness and discourage- 
ment should come, and the event 
Jong be delayed, yet it will event- 
ually be discovered that the testi- 
mony of God is not declared in 
vain, that christians have not fur- 
nished treasures, and missionaries 
spent their strength for nought. 
In the words of the society’s re- 
port, ‘¢ On the command of Christ, 
the example of the apostles, and 
the numerous promises of a day 
of glory to the world, both the 
missionaries and their friends may 
securely rest, so long as they 
cheerfully and faithfully discharge 
their respective duties.” W. 

(To be Continued.) 
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OBITUARY 


OF REV. MOSES PARTRIDGE. 


Died at Plymouth, Monument 
Ponds, September, 1824, Kev. 
Moses Partridge. He was the 
youngest son of Mr. Job Partridge 
of Bellingham, Mass. a man of un- 
blemished morals and exemplary 
piety, who died September 11, 
1823. The subject of this me- 
moir was graduated at Brown Uni- 
versity in 1814. Soon after his 
Collegiate course was completed, 
he entered upon the study of Di- 
Vinity, which he pursued with 
some interruptions occasioned by 
feeble health, until the summer 
of 1816, when he was approbated 
as a preacher of the gospel. He 
now entered upon the work on 
which his heart had been set for 
years, and which had been his ob- 
ject in acquiring a classical educa- 
tion. In this work, he always ap- 
peared to delight. Although he 
had no flattering prospects of gain 
and no hope of acquiring that ap- 
plause of the world, after which 
too many aspire ; yet he pursued 
his work with peculiar diligence 
and with great apparent satisfac- 
tion. He was willing to labour 
in any place, and under any cir- 
cumstances, in which there was 
the least prospect of winning souls 
to Christ, or of quickening and 
comforting saints. Wherever he 








went, he seemed to have a testi- 
mony in every man’s conscience 
that he feared God, and sought 
the promotion of his glory in the 
salvation of-:men. He was much 
of his time for several years, em- 
ployed as a missionray among des- 
titute and feeble churches, many 
of whom now remember and ac- 
knowledge the zeal and fidelity 
with which he preached and la- 
boured among them. There is, 
it is believed, a number,in differ- 
ent parts of the commonwealth, 
where he occasionally preached, 
who now acknowledge him as the 
means in God’s hands ef their 
awakening, conviction, and con- 
version. His talents were of the 
solid, rather thaa the brilliant 
kind. His sermons did not ap- 
pear in all that elegance of style 
with which those of some other 
ministers are decorated, but they 
had properties far more valuable ; 
they were sound in doctrine, and 
full of thought. His delivery, 
although not the most engaging, 
was always solemn and impres- 
sive. 

After labouring for years in 
various waste-places in Zion, 
he was invited by the second 
Congregational Church and Soci- 
ety in Plymouth, to become their 
pastor and teacher. In this invi- 
tation, there was a great degree 
of union and cordiality. A pro- 
mising field of usefulness now o- 
pening before him, he thought it 
his duty to enter it. He accord- 
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ingly accepted their invitation, 
and was, on the 21st of April last, 
solemnly consecrated to the work 
of the ministry among them. 
Those who were present on that 
interesting occasion, can never 
forget how visible was the fact, 
that God had turned their hearts 
to him, and his heart to them, and 
how hopeful was the prospect 
that this little flock which had 
been for years peculiarly afflicted 
and discouraged, might now see 
good in proportion to the days in 
in which they had seen evil. But 
mysterious are the providences of 
God, and uncertain are all the 
hopes of men. Mr. Partridge 
laboured among his people but a 
little more than four months be- 
fore he was attacked with a fever 
which, although it did not at first 
appear alarming, ina few weeks 
terminated his life. He has left 
an afflicted people “as sheep 
without a shepherd,” and a nu- 
merous circle of friends, among 
whom is an amiable wife to whom 
he had been married but six weeks 
only, to mourn his loss: Accus- 
tomed to view the design and 
hand of God in all his providen- 

ces, Mr. Partridge saw and ac- 

knowledged them in his sickness, 

He bore his sufferings with chris- 

tian patience, and appeared uni- 

formly resigned as to their final 

issue, “ Mark the perfect man, 

and behold the upright, for the 

end of that man is peace.” 
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378 College Record, 


Messrs. Errors, 


There are many persons within 
the circle of my acquaintance, 
who hope, they are pious, but 
still neglect to make a public pfo- 
fession of religion from fear, that 
they have not the necessary qual- 
ifications for church-membership. 

If you or some of your corrés- 
pondents will state, what these 
qualifications are, and some of the 
evidences by which we may know 
whether we possess them, you 
will confer a favor upon an inter- 
ested subscriber. C. 





COLLEGE RECORD. 


New Jersey College—The an- 
nual commencement of this Insti- 
tution, took place at Princeton, on 
Wednesday, the 2Uth Sept. Forty- 
seven young gentlemen received 
the degree of A. B. and thirteen 
Alumni of the College, that of 
A.M. The honorary degree of 
Doctor of Laws was conferred on 
the Hon. Jonas Piatt, Esq. of the 
state of New-York. 

Georgia University— At the com- 
meneement held on the 4th of 
August, 10 young men received 
the degree of A. B. and 10 that 
of A.M. The degree of D. D. 
was conferred on the Rey. William 
H. Barr, of Abbeville, S. C. and 
that of LL. D. on the Hon. Wil- 
liam H Crawford, secretary of 
the treasury. ~ 

_ Washington College, Pa.—'The 
annual commencement of this Col- 
lege took place on the 30th Sept. 
The degree of A. B. was confer- 
red upon eight young gentlemen, 
and the honorary degree of D. D. 
on the Rev. John Black, of Pitts- 
burgh. 
Cincinnati College —At the an- 
pual commencement of this Institu- 
tion on the 30th Sept. three young 


Ordinations, &c. 


men were admitted to the degree 
of A. B. and three to that of A. M. 

Hampden Sidney College, Va.— 
The commencement was held on 
the 23d of Sept. The degree of 
A. B. was conferred on 7 young 
gentlemen and that of A. M. on 9 
alumni of the college. 





ORDINATION. 


Ordained, at Foxborough, Mass. 
on the 17th ultimo, Rev. Wintarp 
Pierce. The introductory pray- 
by the Rev. Mr. Briggs, of Mans- 
field ; the Sermon by the Rev. Mr. 
Holmes, of New-Bedford ; the Con- 
secrating prayer, by the Rev. Mr. 
Cobb, of Rochester; the Charge 
by the Rev. Mr. Williams, of Attle- 
borough ; the Right Hand of Fel- 
lowship, by the Rev. Mr. Thatch- 
er, of the North Parish in Wren- 
tham; the Concluding prayer, by 
the Rev. Mr. Hitchcock, of Ran- 
dolph. 

On Wednesday, Nov. 3, Rev. 
Freperick Freeman was installed 
over the Third Congregational 
Church in Plymouth. - lntroducto- 
ry prayer by Rev. William Eaton 
of Middleboro; sermon by Rev. 
Justin Edwards of Andover; In- 
stalling prayer by Rev. Luther 
Wright of Carver; Charge by 
Rey. Oliver Cobb of Rochester ; 
Right-hand of Fellowship by Rev. 
David L. Hunn of Sandwich; 
Charge to the Church and Society 
by Rev. Samuel Greene of Bos- 
ton; and the Concluding prayer 
by Rev. Sylvester Holmes of New- 
Bedford. 





TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


We assure ** A Friend to revivals,” 
that peculiar reasons operated to pre- 
vent our noticing his valuable commu- 
nication in the usual manner and at the 
proper time. 

P. has been received and will be 
attended te. 





ADDRESS 


Of the Conductors of the Christian 
Magazine to their Readers and 
Patrons. , 


The conductors of the Christ- 
ian Magazine have now brought 
the first volume to a close. The 
general design of the work has 
been statedin the Prospectus.-- 
How far they have succeeded in 
carrying it into effect.myst be left 
to the judgment of the candid.— 
Those who are acquainted with 
the details and arrangements nec- 
essary in order to get such a work 
into fair operation, will know what 
allowance to make in favor of the 
conductors in the commencement 
ofthe publication. To those who 
have had any experience, the dif- 
ficulties of the undertaking will 
readily be suggested. Type and 
paper,the entiremanual execution, 
were considered as articles that 
demanded early attention. We 
trust that these are now satisfac- 
tory to our subscribers and justify 
that attenfion and respectability 
which we wish to claim for the 
work. Many and discordant ob- 
jections were anticipated. We 
were not so preposterous as to ex- 
pect that the result of our labours 
would meet with equal approba- 
tion from readers of diversity of 
tastes, views and feelings. All 


the variety demanded in respect to 
style and subjects and the methods 
and manner of treating them was 
foreseen and has been consulted to 
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the extent of our means and to 
the best of our judgment. The 
reflecting and candid, will not fail 
to perceive, that those who are 
fond of familiar narratives and 
short pieces and those, who wish 
for doctrinal subjects and etabo- 
rate discussions, could noi both be 
equally gratified. Without disre- 
garding different tastes and opin- 
ions, our aim has been to give 
general satisfaction to promote the 
best interests of those to whom we 
had access. We would be sparing 
of promises ; but from the ar- 
rangements made and the encour- 
agementy given, we trust that the 
matter and manner of our work 
will rise in the estimation of our 
patrons and of the public. 

It was not the design of the 
Christian Magazine to interfere 
with any other religious publica- 
tion in the region in which it 
was expected mostly to circulate ; 
but to fill the chasm they had 
left. In our apprehension, there 
was a deficiency which it was im- 
portant to supply and which the 
exigencies of the religious public 
seemed to demand. A spirit of 
scepticism and of covert infidelity 
was observable. Learned and 
subtle opposition to what we be- 
lieve tobe the truth, was exert- 
ing itself, with untired effort, in 
all those ways and forms which ap- 
peared most to promise success. 
The simple and obvious doctrines 
and duties of our holy religion 
were passing, imperceptibly, into 
oblivion,andeven among those just- 
ly reputed orthodox. It is not un- 
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known to the more intelligent part 
of those to whom we speak, that 
religious intelligence was occupy- 
ing the minds of serious readers 
to the exclusion of the substantial 
truths and leading precepts of the 
gospel. A taste was, thereby gen- 
erating which was, likely to be- 
come too fastidious to relish the 
discussion and vindication of prima- 
ry topicsintheology. ‘Thus,many 
of the great truths and duties of 
christianity, were in danger of 
loosing theirinfluence on the heart 
and life, not by positive disbelief 
and rejection ; but, by an uninten- 
tional and gradual neglect. None 
can appreciate more highly, than 
we do, the intelligence communi- 
cated in the religious journals of 
the day. It has a happy effect on 
the minds of christians and of others 
and is indispensible in carrying in- 
to operation, the plans of benevo- 
lence which distingnish the per- 
iod in which we live. We must, 
however, believe that the reading 
of the publications, particularly, 
those which clearly state and 
powerfully enforce the knowledge 
contained in the lively oracles of 
God is requisite to vital piety and 
the best interests of religion in 
our churches and societies. Whilst 
we learn what God is doing in the 
world, we should not forget what 
he has said in his word, nor be un- 
mindful ef the great principles and 
purposes of his moral government. 
The mind should not be so devot- 
ed to his operations, as to forget 
his traths which shed a radiance 
over them. There should be ‘a 
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conjoint attention to both. Truths 
revealed should have the pre-emi- 
nence to facts that occur. On the 
proper exhibition of them,more de- 
pendence is tobe placed for the pre- 
vention of error and the counter- 
action of its baneful influence, and 
for the promotion of religious 
knowledge and practical godliness. 
Revivals of religion and the ex- 
tension of the Redeemer’s kingdom 
in the world are the effects and il- 
lustrations of revealed truth, own- 
ed and blessed of God. The 
cause cannot fairly be deemed of 
less importance than the effects 
produced. 

We found others whose views 
were similar to our own respect- 
ing the religious exigencies of the 
public. A periodical work, such 
as the Christian Magazine was de- 
signed to be, seemed to be demand- 
ed in the opinion of many whose 
judgment deserved respect. Oth- 
ers of the kind highly instructive 
and gratifying, had disappeared 
and there was nothing to supply 
their places. Thatnumerous class 
of readers who were, for many 
years, pleased and profited by the 
Massachusetts Missionary Maga- 
zine, the Panoplist, the Connect- 
icut Evangelical Magazine and 
the New-York Missionary Maga- 
zine, were left without any prop- 
er substitutes. ‘The Christian 
Spectator, a work of great merit 
and of deserved reputation, is 
rather adapted to the clergy than 
the laiety, to the academic, than to 
the less informed reader. The 
Utica Repository, an able and ju- 











dicious publication, was too remote 
for the convenience of subscribers 
in this region and to justify a be- 
lief that it could obtain a general 
circulation in the district of our 
particular concern and regard.— 
Besides, there are local errors, 
views and feelings which distant 
editors could not be expected to 
meet. , 

In the observations now made, 
which it is believed, will be allow- 
ed to be just, our readers and the 
public will perceive the occasion 
and some of the reasons for com- 
mencing the work before them.— 
These still exist and call for its 
continuance. 

We have, indeed, fallen on 
times of no ordinary character and 
which demand no ordinary exer- 
tions on the part of those who 
would maintain and promote the 
dortrines and spirit of the gospel. 
The most careless observer cannot 
have failed to notice the varied 
theology of the present period, 
nor the lax morality produced by 
its influence. The foundations of 
many generations are assailed and 
with weapons too formidable and 
wielded, in a manner too dexter- 
ous not to excite vigilance and ac- 
tivity. Old and long exploded 
errors appear under new modifica- 
tions,and opinions,as novel in char- 
acter, as pernicious in their effects 
are obtruded upon our notice.— 
The plain Bible christian is per- 
plexed and knows not what to 
think ; the wicked triumph and 
the uncircumcised rejoice. The 
cry of tradition, bigotry and seper- 
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stition frightens hundreds out of 
their belief, and leaves them trem- 
bling on the ruins of their faith 
amidst universal doubt. When in 
this situation, they are prepared, 
as it was intended, to take any oth- 
er ground, than that on which they 
before stood. It is undeniable 
that men err in respect to dety 
and we may fairly expect they do 
in respect to truth, and most when 
the duties and institutions of re- 
ligion are most neglected. We 
are far from being persuaded, 
that the change observable in re- 
ligious opinions, is to be attribut- 
ed to the increase of knowledge, 
or to improvement in virtue. 
Other probable and obvious caus- 
es might be assigned. We are 
not able to deny that much is not 
to be ascribed to the interests and 
passions of men. Open infidelity 
has had its day and done its work 
of mischief and has passed into 
deserved contempt. The great 
question now, ostensibly, is, 
not whether there be a revealed 
religion, but what that religion is, 
and the great aim with numbers 
seems to be to bring the truths 
and spirit of the scriptures to 
what men choose to believe and 


practice. 
Under the reign of infidelity, it 


was not the bible, considered as 
a revelation, that enkindled the 
spirit of opposition, but its holy 
precepts and its restraining mo- 
tives. If we mistake not, much 
of the same disposition is observ- 
able in the present day. In many 
of the religious opinions now ad- 
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vanced and in the state of moral 
feeling which exists, we see much 
reason for alarm, not for the ulti- 
mate results of truth, but for the 
welfare of the present, if not for 
the succeeding generation. To 
us it appears, that the moral, so- 
cial and religious effects cannot 
be very dissimilar, whether it is 
believed, that there is no God to 
punish, or none that will ; and con- 
sidering human depravity, wheth- 
er pusishment be remedial and 
temporary or whether none will 
be inflicted. Upon either suppo- 
sition, the impenitent will go on 
still in their trespasses, and all 
the present effects of a disregard 
to a future retribution will be re- 
alized and immortal souls will 
venture on to everlasting death. 
An indifference to the concerns of 
a future state, will be productive 


of neglect of religion and subvert 
the best interests of the social 


state. 

Notwithstanding all the scep- 
ticism and different and opposite 
sentiments that abound, the truth 
is somewhere and will, at last, ap- 
pear, and we fear to the disap- 
pointment and confusion of many. 
While others are, with industry 
and perseverance rarely equalled, 
disseminating and urging their 
opinions, we claim and would use 
the right of stating our belief and 
of showing the reasons upon which 
it is founded. In doing this, we 
hope to be of service to those 
who will read and judge with un- 
biased feelings. We place more 
confidence in a direct, fair and full 
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exhibition of divine truth, in or 
der to prevent and remove error 
and to promote the spiritual good 
of our fellow men than in any 
other means. It is scriptural to 
contend earnestly for the faith 
once delivered to the saints, and 
to take the way we propose. By 
these observations, it is not to be 
understood, that we decline con- 
troversy and shall not directly ex- 
pose false sentiments and wrong 
practices, as occasion shall re- 
quire, but that we prefer and shall 
mainly pursue the more elevated 
course of exhibiting truth and du- 
ty in the best lights in which we 
are able to present them. Be- 
lieving that in God’s light, light is 
most likely to be seen, we shall 
endeavour to remove obscurities 
thrown over it and so cause it to 
shine in its own native radiance. 
We hope,thereby, tocommend our- 
selves to every man’s conscience 
in the sight of God, to whom 
we devote our labors and to whose 
blessing, commend our work. 
With the present month, another 
year will close with us and with 
our readers. The close connec- 
tion between them and ourselves 
and the intercourse we have had 
with them should dispese to mutu- 
al reflection We have brought be- 
fore them some of the most impor- 
tant truths and the most interesting 
concerns and we hope, with some 
degree of fidelity They will 
consider, how they have read and 
profited and what account they 
shall be able to give of the use 
of the instruction which we have 


y 














been instrumental in imparting.— 
In the light, which revelation 
sheds on the future destinies of 
men, it appears to us a great 
privilege to have access to their 
minds and confer with them re- 
specting their character and con- 
dition, and their hopes and pros- 
pects as accountable beings to 
God. Of the value of this privi- 
lege, we have not been wholly un- 
mindful, nor of the responsibility 
under which it has laid. us. On 
the other hand, it is to be hoped, 
that our readers consider it a priv- 
ilege to have the means and facil- 
ities of knowing him with whom 
they have todo and their own char- 
acter and state, and of being often 
reminded of their dangers and 
duties. ‘These mutual privileges 
will soon terminate, and the use 
and abuse of them and of all oth- 
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ers, will be registered for the fin- 


al judgment. The year which is 
drawing to a close, has been the 
last to thousands of human beings 
to whom life was dear and the 
day and means of grace important. 
None of us are unaffected by its 
passage. We are brought nearer 
to the grave and'to our final and 
eternal state. It becomes us se- 
riously to pause and to consider 
how it has been spent, and what 
we have done in relation to the 
cause of Christ, and the interests 
of our souls. Including our readers 
and patrons with ourselves, and in 
view of the rapid flight of time, we 
would offer our prayer to God in 
the language of the Psalmist :— 
“‘ So teach us to number our days, 
that we may apply our hearts te 
wisdom.” 
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